THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

From the constitution of this Council, in which were
representatives of all the political parties (except that
there were practically no Syndicalist representatives and
no Communists at all), one could see that there was no
question of an army rising, such as have brought such
trouble in past centuries to our country, but a movement
of the people to free themselves from a hated Government.
It must be remembered that those who took part in the
Council, as representatives of the various parties and
syndicates, did not do so by their own initiative, but after
consulting with, and receiving the full approbation of,
their fellows.

There was no President of the Republic who constitu-
tionally had the right and the duty to remove his confi-
dence from a Government which the people had repu-
diated, and on that account there was no remedy but to
exercise the common right to remove power from a
Government which ignored the people's will, and sub-
stitute for it an organisation of direct representation which
had popular feeling in its favour. This without disrespect
for the fundamental laws of the State. It could be objected
that some part of the Cabinet still existed, but one must
reply to this that there was no Parliament, and that its
last meeting on February ist at Figueras had been one
of the many theatrical spectacles of buffoonery and
indecency which politics have presented to us since the
world began.

I believed that Dr. Negrin would be convinced that all
relations between us had been broken, since my reply to
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